
 

February 26, 2020 
 
Members of the Senate Agriculture, Rural Development, and Housing Policy Committee 
2109 Minnesota Senate Building 
95 University Avenue  
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
Chair Weber and Members of the Committee: 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors and membership of the Minnesota AgriGrowth Council 
(AgriGrowth), we are writing to express our support for the confirmation of Thom Petersen as the 
Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Agriculture. 
 
AgriGrowth represents almost 200 members that includes a diverse range of food and agricultural 
businesses and the sectors that support them. Our members include Fortune 500 companies, farm 
commodity groups, the Farm Credit System, agricultural lending institutions, cooperatives, food 
processors, individual farmers, and transportation entities, all of which play a critical role in 
bringing Minnesota’s homegrown products to markets throughout the world.  
 
Mr. Petersen understands the complexities of Minnesota’s food supply chain and the issues that 
are most pressing to our members. From the days on his family farm, to his years of service 
representing the membership of Minnesota Farmers Union, Mr. Petersen has proven to be one of 
the strongest promoters and defenders of Minnesota’s agricultural community.  
 
Like Mr. Petersen, AgriGrowth has also been a staunch ally to Minnesota’s agricultural community 
since being formed in the summer of 1968 at the Camelot Restaurant in Bloomington. Russel G. 
Schwandt organized a group of farmers, processors, and agri-businesses that became known as 
the Minnesota AgriGrowth Council. Prior to serving as AgriGrowth’s first President, Mr. Schwandt 
served as Minnesota’s Commissioner of Agriculture from October 1964 to February 1969. 
Commissioner Schwandt was initially appointed by DFL Governor Karl F. Rolvaag and reappointed 
by Republican Governor Harold LeVander. The seeds of AgriGrowth were planted by a former 
Commissioner of Agriculture and to see Mr. Petersen confirmed by this Committee would 
continue the growth and partnership of our organizations.  
 
On behalf of AgriGrowth’s Board of Directors and membership, we thank you for the opportunity 
to express our full support for Mr. Petersen’s confirmation as Commissioner of Agriculture. 
 
Sincerely, 

     
Tamara Nelsen    Patrick Murray 
Executive Director    Director of Government & Member Relations  


